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Strong Thesis Statements

Name: _______________________________        Date: ______________

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Students will write and revise a clear, arguable thesis statement.

MATERIALS NEEDED

• index cards
• pen or pencil

HANDS-ON ACTIVITY

1. Write 3 different versions of a thesis statement for your claim, each on its own index card, 
using a different sentence structure for each.

2. Trade cards with a family member (or lay them face down and choose blind) and have them 
rank the 3 versions from clearest to least clear without knowing which is which.

3. Circle the version ranked clearest, then underline the specific words in it that state your 
claim and your main reasons.

4. Rewrite your winning thesis one more time, adding a 'because' clause that previews your 
two main reasons.

QUESTIONS

1. Write your final revised thesis statement.
 

 

2. Which of your 3 draft versions was ranked clearest by your family member, and why 
do you think it worked best?

 

 

3. What two things must a strong thesis statement include?
 

 

4. Why is it useful to write multiple versions of a thesis before choosing one?
 

 


