
Grade 7 • English • Quarter 3 • Week 3

Main Idea & Summarizing

Name: _______________________________        Date: ______________

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

The student will determine the main idea of a nonfiction passage and write a concise summary.

MATERIALS NEEDED

• A nonfiction article (400-600 words)
• Index cards (5)
• Pen or pencil
• Scissors

HANDS-ON ACTIVITY

1. Read the article carefully, underlining the topic sentence of each paragraph.
2. On one index card, write the overall main idea of the whole article in a single sentence.
3. On the remaining four index cards, write one key supporting detail per card, one detail 

from each of four different paragraphs.
4. Arrange the five cards in a logical order on your desk (main idea card first, then supporting 

details).
5. Using only the cards, write a 4-6 sentence summary of the article on notebook paper without 

looking back at the original text.

QUESTIONS

1. Write the main idea sentence you created.
 

 

2. List your four supporting details.
 

 

3. Read your summary aloud. Is there anything important missing? What would you add 
or cut?

 

 



4. What is the difference between a summary and simply retelling everything from the 
article?

 

 


