
Grade 8 • Art • Quarter 1 • Week 4

Rule of Thirds & Composition: Grid Analysis

Name: _______________________________        Date: ______________

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

Students will apply the rule of thirds to create balanced, engaging compositions.

MATERIALS NEEDED

• paper
• ruler
• pencil
• printed or digital photos (personal photos, magazine clippings, or printouts)
• internet-connected device (optional)

HANDS-ON ACTIVITY

1. On a blank piece of paper, use your ruler to draw a tic-tac-toe style grid, two evenly spaced 
vertical lines and two evenly spaced horizontal lines, dividing it into 9 equal sections.

2. Find 3 photos or images and hold your grid over each to identify where the main subject 
falls relative to the grid lines and intersection points.

3. Rate each photo's composition as strong or weak based on whether the main subject sits 
near a grid intersection point, writing a one-sentence justification for each rating.

4. Draw your own simple still-life sketch twice on two grid templates: once with the subject 
dead-center, and once with the subject placed at a grid intersection.

5. Write 2-3 sentences comparing which of your two sketches feels more visually interesting 
and why.

QUESTIONS

1. What is the 'rule of thirds'?
 

 

2. In your photo analysis, which photo had the strongest composition by rule-of-thirds 
standards, and why?

 

 

3. Why does centering a subject often feel less dynamic than placing it off-center?
 



 

4. Is the rule of thirds a strict rule that must always be followed? Explain.
 

 


