
Grade 8 • English • Quarter 2 • Week 2

Building an Argument: Claim, Reasons, and Evidence

Name: _______________________________        Date: ______________

LEARNING OBJECTIVE

The student will construct an argument by supporting a claim with logical reasons and specific 
evidence.

MATERIALS NEEDED

• poster board or large paper
• markers or colored pencils
• ruler
• scissors
• glue stick
• 5 blank paper strips

HANDS-ON ACTIVITY

1. At the top of your poster board, write your claim from last week in large letters.
2. On 3 paper strips, write one reason each that supports your claim (a reason answers 'why' 

the claim is true).
3. Under each reason, write one specific piece of evidence (a fact, statistic, or example) that 

backs it up.
4. Glue the strips onto the poster in a pyramid shape: claim at the top, 3 reasons below it, 

evidence at the bottom supporting each reason.
5. Draw arrows connecting each reason to its evidence to show how they support the claim.

QUESTIONS

1. List your 3 reasons in one sentence each.
 

 

2. Which piece of evidence do you think is strongest, and why?
 

 

3. What is the difference between a reason and evidence?
 



 

4. If someone disagreed with one of your reasons, what might they say?
 

 


